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COMPETITORS 
• Sailing is (primarily) a self-policing sport. 

Competitors in the sport of sailing are governed by a body of rules that they are 
expected to follow and enforce.  A fundamental principle of sportsmanship is that when 
competitors break a rule they will promptly take a penalty, which may be to retire. 

• The primary responsibility for compliance with the rules rests with the competing yachts, in 
superyacht racing one has a number of options including taking a penalty when breaking a 
rule and/or protesting another yacht that does so (SI sections 18 and 19). 
 

• Any observation of a rules infraction (including yachts not responding on Safety VHF 17) should be 
reported on the daily Declaration Form, as should any safety related incidents (SI Exhibit 5). 
 

• A new option available to competitors that falls short of protesting is a "request for clarification of the 
rules" with the Jury, in which the yachts in question will not be penalized.  This process ensures that 
both parties are absolutely clear on the applicable rule or rules pertaining to the incident.  A 
competitor only needs to tick of the appropriate box on the daily Declaration Form to request a “Safe 
Racing Hearing.” 

RACE COMMITTEE 

• The Race Committee uses the daily Declaration Forms to enhance safe racing and may request that 
a yacht’s representative meet with the Race Committee to discuss any safety or rules related incident. 

JURY 

• The jury’s prime responsibility is to hear protests and requests for redress. 
 

• Jury members may be invited to sail as a guest onboard a yacht to become more familiar with the 
unique sailing characteristics of superyachts.  The jury member is unable to do anything that could 
be considered outside help (RRS 41).  He or she will, however, be able to respond to questions 
about the rules before or after the race which will not be the subject of a protest or request for redress. 

 

• Jury members sailing on yachts (or following the racing in a Jury boat) can be a witness to what they 
see and hear, however, the responsibility for protesting and reporting remains with the yachts. 
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